
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-031

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

PENINSULA SPORTSMEN'S CLUB, INC.; and CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN
FRANCISCO
MENLO PARK, SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Site Description - The Peninsula Sportsmen's Club (hereinafter called the Discharger)
is located in the City of Menlo Park, south of the Dumbarton Bridge, on the west side
of San Francisco Bay (see Figure 1) on about 33 acres of land, which is leased from
the Water Department of the City and County of San Francisco. The club maintains
eight separate shooting ranges for trap and skeet, where shotguns are used to shoot
lead pellets at clay targets (see Figure 2). In addition, there is an area for sporting
clay shooting, which simulates hunting situations. Peninsula Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
is primarily responsible for this discharge. The City and County of San Francisco is
secondarily responsible for purposes of this Order, and is hereinafter called the
Secondarily Responsible Discharger.

2. Site History - The Discharger has operated the ranges since about 1967. The ranges
are currently in operation several days a week.

3. Sources of POllution - The lead pellets from the shotguns are discharged iu a
northerly direction and some are deposited into a salt pond that is owned by Cargill.
The pond is about 225 to 300 feet from the shooting positions. The pellets can land a
considerable distance, about 300 to 400 feet, from the shooting positions. The
ranges, hut not the salt pond, have been mined to recover the lead. There is also a
small amount of wetland within the trap and skeet ranges.

The sporting clays area has blinds and other various structures from which the shooter
shoots at the clay targets. The lead pellets from this area have landed in a marsh with
a slough flowing through it.

4. Environmental Concerns - The two primary areas of concern are lead and clay
target deposition. The potential effects of lead from shotgun clubs are well
documented. Direct ingestion of lead pellets may cause waterfowl deaths. In the area
in or near the salt pond and the marsh, dabbling birds may be at special risk. In both
fresh and marine water, lead becomes available to biota through the transformation
process of oxidation. Clay targets contain asphaltenes, which in turn can contain
















